ANNUAL REPORT
STATE OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN
CUBA DURING 2019

PREPARED BY:
PATMOS INSTITUTE: Twitter: @ForoPatmos / Phone: +1 (239) 248-6596 / E-mail:
info@institutopatmosonline.org / Web: institutopatmosonline.org/ / Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ForoPatmos/ P.O.Box: 65378, Washington DC, 20035-5378

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PRESENTATION

4

BACKGROUND

5

INTRODUCTION

7

I. IRREGULARITIES RELATED TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM ON
FEBRUARY 24, 2019

8

II. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF BELIEVERS IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
9
III. VIOLATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF PROTESTANT AND EVANGELICAL
CHURCHES LEGALLY REGISTERED IN THE REGISTRY OF ASSOCIATIONS OF THE
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
11
III.1 AGAINST GROUPINGS AFFILIATED WITH THE CUBAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

11

III.2 TO GROUPS WITH LEGAL RECOGNITION THAT ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE CUBAN
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CCC):
13
IV. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES PREVENTED
FROM LEGAL REGISTRATION IN THE REGISTRY OF ASSOCIATIONS OF THE MINISTRY
OF JUSTICE
14
V. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN
COMMUNICATORS

25

VI. RELIGIOUS CUBANS PREVENTED FROM LEAVING CUBA IN 2019 RESULTING IN
VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

28

2

ACRONYMS
ACBCOcc

- Asociación Convención Bautista de Cuba Occidental

ACDI

- Asociación Cubana para la Divulgación del Islam

ADF

- Alliance Defending Freedom

AIEC

- Alianza de Iglesias Evangélicas Cubanas

ANAJURE

- Asociación de Juristas Evangélicos de Brasil

CCC

- Council of Churches of Cuba

CIDH

- Comisión Interamericana de Derechos Humanos

CJS

- Congreso de Jóvenes sobrenaturales

COCC

- Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de Cuba

CRD

- Civil Rights Defenders

CSW

- Solidaridad Cristiana Mundial

ECAS

- European Citizen Action Service

ECLJ
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- Organización de Estados Americanos
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- Tribunal Municipal Popular de Guantánamo

UPR

- Universal Periodic Review

USCIRF

- Comisión de Estados Unidos para la Libertad Religiosa Internacional

VOM

- Voz de los Mártires (VOM)

WEA

- World Evangelical Alliance
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PRESENTATION
The Patmos Institute is a Cuban civil society organization founded by leaders of diverse confessions
of faith gathered at the Eben Ezer Baptist Church, Taguayabón, Cuba, on February 2, 2013, gathered
then to celebrate the 74th anniversary of that church.
Although it does not have official recognition as an institution by the Cuban Ministry of Justice
(Minjus), it was authenticated by the European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) on July 24, 2013. It
has four fundamental objectives: 1) the exercise of inter-religious dialogue; 2) political advocacy; 3)
the specific monitoring and defense of religious liberties and 4) the general education of the
Fundamental Human Rights enshrined in the thirty articles of the Universal Declaration.
In practice, the Patmos Institute works as an informal network that tries to involve Cubans of any
religious denomination, including atheists and humanists, disseminates their ideas and join efforts
through publications such as the Patmos Institute blog, the Cuadernos de Pensamiento Plural y Nota
del Cielo magazine, and the Cubano Confesante radio program that airs for Cuba every Saturday at
9:15 pm as part of the Radio República program (of the Cuban Democratic Directory), through the
short radio wave by the 31 m band in the 9490 Khz.
The Patmos Institute frequently publishes reports and information on violations of religious freedoms
in Cuba, and supports the training of Cuban religious activists on human rights and religious
freedoms through workshops held both inside and outside the island. It periodically contributes to
the Civil Right Defender (CRD) organizational database (DiDi) that documents civil and human
rights violations worldwide.
Since 2014, the Patmos Institute has awarded an annual award dedicated “to a Cuban believer
consistent with his faith, like Juan de Patmos, on the island of Cuba”, and these have been: Amador
Blanco Hernández, 2014; P. José Conrado Alegría, 2015; Dr. Oscar Elías Biscet, 2016; Dagoberto
Valdés Hernández, 2017; Dr. Eduardo Cardet Concepción, 2018; and Roberto de Jesús Quiñones
Haces, 2019.
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BACKGROUND
“Thirty questions on Religious Freedom in Cuba,” published in September 2013 on the blog
¨Cubano Confesante¨ constitutes the first antecedent to this Report. Unfortunately, not only the
questions stated there remain unanswered, but many more could be added. The reports published by
international organizations concerning the state of religious liberties in Cuba also constitute
antecedents and motivations for the Patmos Institute to publish its own reports that contribute to the
reports of such organizations. For the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) to which Cuba appeared in
Geneva in May 2018, three of such organizations, like the Patmos Institute, sent their own Reports
on Religious Freedom in Cuba to be evaluated by the UN Human Rights Council: Christian
Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), and Alliance Defending Freedom
(ADF). Additionally, the European Center for Law & Justice (ECLJ) also showed its support:
https://eclj.org/religious- freedom / hrc / cubans-still-living-under-the-oppressive-anti-religiousrestrictions-of- the- communist-regime? lng = en. The solidarity of organizations like these not only
challenges us as Cubans to directly prepare our own reports, but also challenges us to try to raise our
voices before international organizations, including of course the UN, especially before its
Rapporteur on Religious Freedoms and Beliefs, the Mr. Ahmed Shaheed; and also regional
organizations such as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (ICHR) or the Organization
of American States (OAS) itself.
We are encouraged by its impact, the inclusion of Cuba in the Report on Religious Freedom
published each year by the U.S. Department of State, and the ministerial conferences for the
advancement of religious liberties called by the Department of State in July 2018 and 2019, in which
the Patmos Institute was represented; and the resulting Potomac Declaration. Direct interaction with
Mr. Sam Brownback, U.S. Ambassador for Religious Freedoms, is also a very important
encouragement for us.
We are challenged by the Report published annually by the United States Commission for
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) created by the International Religious Freedom Act
(IRFA) of 1998, an independent and bipartisan commission of the United States federal government
that monitors the universal right to religious freedom outside the United States. Additionally, we
thank this Commission for the call made to the Cuban authorities on December 11, 2018 regarding
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carrying out a legitimate and inclusive constitutional process with language that respects
international standards for religious freedom1.
The interaction of the Patmos Institute with all these organizations, with the desire to contribute to
making John Paul II's wish that Cuba open to the world and the world be open to Cuba come true,
and with others such as the Roundtable to International Religious Liberty (IRF Roundtable), in which
the Patmos Institute participates as an informal member; Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW); the
Pontifical Commission for Latin America of the Vatican (PCAL), International Christian Concern
(ICC), One Body (Cuba was one of the countries for which they prayed at their annual night of prayer
in November 2017 because of the violations of religious freedoms); The Voice of the Martyrs (VOM);
Open Doors; First Liberty; Civil Rights Defenders; are among others, some of the many antecedents
and motivations for which we have prepared and shared this Report.

1

https: // www. uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases-statements/uscirf-calls-cuba-cease-harassment- religious-leadersstrengthen
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INTRODUCTION
The most worrying aspect of this Report on the State of Religious Freedoms in Cuba in 2019 are not
the violations identified and reported, but the ones that are outside this Report, and that far exceed
what is included, either because it did not reach our limited capacity to monitor and identify them,
or because the victims preferred to keep these violations silent, even when we managed to identify
them. What this report includes is only a minimal part of all the violations of religious liberties
infringed in Cuba and that are maximum responsibility of the Communist Party of Cuba (PCC) and
its Office of Attention to Religious Affairs (OAAR).
Year 2019 was an exacerbated continuity of the long history of violations of religious freedom that
have been occurring in Cuba for six decades. The year was characterized by an alarming increase in
the trends and intensity of these violations. OAAR continued to have full control over the religious
sphere of Cubans. The various forms of repression exercised fundamentally from that high level of
political power covered, without exception, the entire national religious spectrum, from the Roman
Catholic Church to all Protestant and Evangelical denominations, without regard to membership in
the Council of Churches of Cuba (CCC) or legal recognition, even extending against religious
minorities not legally recognized.
The year was marked by the fraudulent approval on February 24 of a Constitution that divorced
religious freedoms from freedom of conscience, distancing itself from both previous Cuban
magnificent letters and international instruments. The following trended: harassment against
communicators and religiously inspired media, of which the May 20th announcement of the closure
of “Cuba Posible” and the September 11th imprisonment of the Catholic communicator Roberto de
Jesús Quiñones Haces was prominent; the refusal of the regime to give ground to the churches and
believers dissatisfied with the educational system, of which the April 16th imprisonment of married
Guantanamo pastors Ramón Rigal and Adya Expósito stands out as an example; and the increase in
the impediment to religious leaders leaving Cuba, including even the highest representatives of
legally recognized religious denominations that represent thousands of parishioners.
This increase and diversification of the repressive modalities shows, however, a political system that
acts more and more awkwardly and that does so by responding defensively to initiatives of
increasingly diverse religious groups that is constantly growing in direct proportionality to the
increase in repression against them. On the other hand, it is worth highlighting the emergence and
multiplication of new voices that demand their right to religious liberties from all Cuban faith trends.
7

It is evident that both the repressive system of the regime and the actors of the religious sphere are
increasingly aware of the potential that the sphere of Faith has in Cuban civil society as political and
social changes inevitably occur.
I.

IRREGULARITIES RELATED TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM ON
FEBRUARY 24, 2019

One of the most gigantic violations of religious liberties in 2019 was the establishment of a new
Constitution that represented a step backwards from the previous one by separating religious liberties
from freedom of conscience, distancing itself from both the previous great Cuban letters and
international instruments, which always included both freedoms because they are intrinsically linked.
Additionally, the entire process related to the Referendum for the approval of said Constitution was
fraudulent, rigged, and included various irregularities.
Since most of the religious confessions opposed the new constitution and promoted voting no or not
voting to their parishioners, the government reaction of violations of religious liberties shot up in
retaliation. Among the pastors most attacked were Carlos Sebastián Hernández de Armas, Secretary
General of the Association of Baptist Convention of Western Cuba (ACBCOcc), who received
citations, in addition to the pressures OAAR carried out against him separately by those exerted by
the ACBCOcc, and Roberto Veliz Torres, minister of the Assemblies of God in the town of Los
Benítez, in the municipality of Palma Soriano, who was arrested. This arbitrariness received wide
repercussion in various media.
It is an exceptional fact that some religious people managed to attend and raise questions about the
Popular Consultation Process that anticipated said Referendum, especially in remote places, such as
Pastor Daniel Josué Pérez Naranjo, leader of the Berean Baptists in the eastern town of Chaparra, a
religious minority banned since 1976. Many others with positions similar to those of Pastor Daniel
Josué reported being prevented from participating through various coercive methods, including
arrests, threats, coercion, and intimidation. This repression even reached the activists of the Patmos
Institute. Thanks to who report violations of religious liberties, it is possible to compile reports like
this one. Some of them were cited by the authorities before or after the Referendum on Sunday,
February 24; for example, Leonardo Lino Rodríguez Alonso was cited and strongly threatened on
February 22, and Gustavo Pérez Silverio on February 27.
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Despite these constraints, several activists from the Patmos Institute managed to be present at the
time of the vote count and to be observers, contributing by integrating their reports into a larger
network of observers organized by the Cuba Decide platform, the results of which showed various
types of fraud, even though it was not possible to hide the enormous popular discontent expressed,
even taking into account official figures.
II.

VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF BELIEVERS IN THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Government retaliation against the Apostolic and Roman Catholic Church in Cuba has increased
since the Conference of Catholic Bishops of Cuba (COCC) published its Pastoral Message on the
occasion of the Consultation Process of the Draft Constitution of the Republic of Cuba on October
24, 2018, Feast of Saint Anthony Mary Claret, which was signed by Dionisio García Ibáñez,
Archbishop of Santiago de Cuba; Juan de la Caridad García Rodríguez, Archbishop of Havana;
Wilfredo Pino Estévez, Archbishop of Camagüey; Emilio Aranguren Echeverría, Bishop of Holguín,
President of the COCC, Arturo González Amador, Bishop of Santa Clara, Vice President of the
COCC; Manuel Hilario de Céspedes y García-Menocal, Bishop of Matanzas; Jorge Enrique Serpa
Pérez, Bishop of Pinar del Río; Álvaro Beyra Luarca, Bishop of Bayamo-Manzanillo; Domingo
Oropesa Lorente, Bishop of Cienfuegos; Juan Gabriel Díaz Ruiz, Bishop of Ciego de Ávila; Silvano
Pedroso Montalvo, Bishop of Guantánamo-Baracoa; and Juan de Dios Hernández Ruiz SJ, Auxiliary
Bishop of Havana, Secretary General of the COCC. The new Constitution was approved on February
24 after a highly contested vote that, despite everything, revealed a popular discontent never before
so evident on the part of the Cuban population, taking into account the official results.
With this context as an immediate precedent, violations against the religious institution with the
highest affiliation in Cuba (35% of the Cuban population is nominally Catholic) multiplied, including
the prison of one of its most prominent laymen, Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces, very active in the
Penitentiary and Family Ministry of the Diocese of Guantánamo-Baracoa, and a great example of
someone acting consistently with the Faith for all Cuban Catholics. The Patmos Institute, which
awards an Annual Award to a believer consistent with his Faith in Cuba, precisely chose Roberto de
Jesús as the 2019 Patmos Award recipient, which was announced on August 25, coinciding with the
World Day of Prayer for Prison Chaplaincy, just a few days before he was taken to prison on
September 11.
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During the year, the following events stood out:


In May, given the possibility of "provocative acts," a Master Conference was suspended because
layman Dagoberto Valdés Hernández (Patmos Award 2017) was participating in the Diocese of
Santa Clara.



On July 28, several believers were prevented from attending the funeral of Cardinal Jaime Ortega
and Alamino, among them was Dagoberto Valdés Hernández. In order to understand the
magnitude of these violations, it is necessary to remember that Dagoberto Valdés, in addition to
directing the Center for Coexistence Studies that derived from his previous direction of the Center
for Civic and Religious Formation of the Diocese of Pinar del Rio (1993 - 2007) and of the
Catholic magazine Vitral (1994 - 2007), he was a member of the Pontifical Council for Justice
and Peace of the Vatican (1999 - 2006) and is therefore a very relevant figure in the Cuban
Catholic sphere.



On August 1, the news of the cancellation of public celebrations related to the National Day of
Catholic Youth (JNJ) to be held in Cuba between August 1 and 4 was disclosed.



On August 7, the trial against Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces was held in the Municipal Court
of Guantánamo (TMPG) and was full of irregularities. This other relevant Catholic layman was
accused of the crimes of Resistance and Disobedience, for which the also prestigious Catholic
layman, leader of the Christian Liberation Movement (MCL), Dr. Eduardo Cardet Concepción,
had been tried and sentenced in November 2016 ( 2018 Patmos Award), and whose sanction was
fortunately extinguished on September 30, 2019. The cruelty against Roberto de Jesús was
exacerbated by his solidarity with evangelical pastors Adya Expósito Leyva and Ramón Rigal
Merencio, who were sentenced to prison in a trial also fully rigged held on April 22, 2019 at the
TMPG. On June 18, Roberto was summoned by the police to receive the proposal to pay an
administrative fine in exchange for closing his case, to which he did not agree, as a sign of his
ethical principles that did not allow him to accept a crime that he had not committed. Finally, and
despite an enormous international condemnation that included his classification as a prisoner of
conscience by Amnesty International, he was taken to prison on September 11, where he has
since been subjected to severe prison regimes that have deteriorated his health.



On September 8, a day of important religious connotation for Cuban Catholicism, when
thousands of faithful flocked to their parishes carrying sunflowers, these flowers literally
disappeared from the markets, and anyone who carried one became a suspicious subject for the
authorities. It was an extremely repressive Sunday for the entire island, to the point that the US
10

State Department made a strong call to the Cuban regime: https://www.state.gov/religiousfreedom-in-cuba/

PROFANATIONS TO CATHOLIC PARISHES
At least two strange desecrations to Catholic parishes were verified in the course of 2019 in Cuba,
and the authors of them were never discovered by the authorities:
-

The parish "La Cruz de Mayo," in the town called "La Quinta," in the Camajuaní municipality,
Villa Clara province, was desecrated on Sunday June 9, precisely on Pentecost Day, a very
special date for the Christian liturgy. They stole the bronze bell tower (relic of the old structure
of the temple that was guarded inside the current chapel), the wine of the sacristy, the sacred
chalice, and all the silver cups; and the priestly cassock appeared destroyed, placed somewhere
it would purposefully be seen, very close to the place. The causes of this desecration have not
been discovered. This event found international echo in the Spanish Catholic weekly Alfa y
Omega.2

BELIEVERS PREVENTED FROM ATTENDING MASS
Every Sunday of 2019, a weekly average of 30 Catholic Cuban citizens reported having been
detained at home, taken from their homes to military units or kidnapped on the way from home to
church to prevent them from attending mass. As victims of this repressive modality, the members of
the feminine group known as “Ladies in White” stand out, which on Sunday, December 1 reported
all 211 repressive Sundays, in continuity of previous years. Arrests are often violent, and detainees
are frequently threatened, fined, and held without charge for more than a day. In some cases, the
violations exceeded Sunday Masses and included any religious celebration during the week.
III.

VIOLATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF PROTESTANT AND
EVANGELICAL CHURCHES LEGALLY REGISTERED IN THE REGISTRY OF
ASSOCIATIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

III.1 AGAINST GROUPINGS AFFILIATED WITH THE CUBAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

2

http://www.alfayomega.es/183666/cuba-profanacion-iglesia-catolica-camajuani-cruz-mayo-parroquia
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8% of evangelicals, some 30 denominations, affiliate with the Council of Churches of Cuba (CCC),
modeled after the World Council of Churches (WCC). The CCC, founded in 1941, celebrated its
78th Anniversary on May 28, 2019 in the First Reformed Presbyterian Church in Havana. It has been
one of the Cuban religious organizations that has received the most interference from the OAAR
throughout its history to the point that many Cubans confuse it with a government arm. OAAR
supervises, manipulates and controls all the projects of this organization. However, any leader or
church that seeks to rebel against this usurpation of office will be subject to retaliation.

Pastor Yordanys Díaz Arteaga, President of the Christian Reformed Church, is an example of how
arbitrariness also affects legally recognized denominations despite being part of the CCC, when they
express their discomfort at the obvious interference of the political system in the CCC. In the days
after January 27, 2019, when a tornado hit some areas of Havana, he was prevented from providing
humanitarian aid to those affected by this catastrophe. In mid-2019, before boarding a plane to
Mexico to offer keynote lectures representing his denomination, he was subjected to severe scrutiny
and the printed lectures he had prepared were taken. The pastor's children have also been victims of
discrimination for their religious beliefs in schools as possible government retaliation for their critical
positions. Similar examples have occurred in the past, leading to the complete crushing of leaders
who have sought to free CCC from government manipulation.

LEGALLY REGISTERED CHURCH MEMBERS AND CCC MEMBERS ARE NOT
EXEMPT FROM THEFT AND PROFANATION WHOSE CULPRITS ARE NEVER
DISCOVERED:

On Monday, November 2, 2019, in the town of Los Arabos, Matanzas, the Episcopal Church was
desecrated; as part of the desecration, part of the hydraulic installation that benefits the water
purification plant was stolen, which allows it to offer free water service with excellent levels of
potability to the community. This service is very valuable to the town of Los Arabos due to the poor
quality of the water in the state’s system. The operation of this plant, as well as that of two others
located in nearby neighborhoods of Cuatro Esquina and Zorrilla, is possible thanks to equipment
donated by churches in the United States.
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III.2 TO GROUPS WITH LEGAL RECOGNITION THAT ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE
CUBAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CCC):
Protestant and evangelical denominations that have legal recognition but that are not affiliated to the
CCC have certain disadvantages in relation to these because the degree of the violations visibly
increases. Seven of these denominations agreed and on June 11 they announced the foundation of
the Alliance of Cuban Evangelical Churches (AIEC), which not only did not obtain legal status in
the remainder of 2019, but also received total disapproval from the OAAR as evidenced by all kinds
of retaliation against the denominations involved, to the point that unfortunately one of them, the
Association of Baptist Convention of Western Cuba (ACBCOcc) withdrew just two months after the
announcement of the organization. The entire anti-religious freedom environment that was already
extremely tense due to the opposition of most of these churches throughout the referendum process
was exacerbated with the announcement of the AIEC. Such announcement constituted the rupture of
a status quo in the Cuban religious arena since its coming to power in 1959. The system contained
the influence and relations of Cuban churches with the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA). At the
meeting in the Methodist Camp "Canaán" in Miller, Placetas on June 11, the existence of the AIEC
was formalized after a director of the Latin American Evangelical Alliance, the continental arm of
the WEA, formally invited the AIEC to be part of the WEA.
Throughout 2019, legally recognized denomination that were not affiliated to CCC were extremely
limited by OAAR: a considerable number of requested religious visas were denied, even for the
brigades of the so-called Voluntary Workers Groups (GOV) of the Florida Baptist Convention that
have been supporting the reconstruction of temples in Cuba for many years; in addition, the visas
requested for the summer Bible school trainings held every year which are promoted by the Alliance
for the Evangelization of the Child (APEN) were denied, though even without the presence of the
foreign trainers the trainings were held in May in the Baptist Church MN MacCall in El Cerro,
Havana thanks to local trainers with the assistance of 200 teachers who represented some 88
churches. It is a sign that despite all the obstacles on the part of the OAAR (which only exists for
that), the churches continue their push in an unstoppable revival.
During 2019, it was also verified that, due to this refusal of visas, pastors who chose to visit Cuba
using tourist visas, were followed all the time by State security agents who openly let them know
that they were being monitored, and in some cases threatened to cite them directly with being
deported or detained if they dared to participate in activities of a religious nature. Such was the case
13

of the Nicaraguan-American pastor Edgar Santana, who visited Cuba between Friday May 12 and
Tuesday May 16, and who was summoned and questioned on Saturday the 13th in Santiago de Cuba.
A special case was related precisely to a legally registered church, the Maranatha Baptist Church,
pastored by Pastor Amado Ramírez, who received the attention of the newspaper "El Nuevo Herald"
on June 6, for the revocation, by express orders of the OAAR, of the construction permit that had
previously been granted. This violation had wide repercussions in the press.
Between July 16 and 18, the Second Ministerial Conference for the Advancement of Religious
Freedoms was held in Washington DC. The Cuban system prevented pastors Alida León Báez
(President of the Evangelical League of Cuba), Moisés de Prada, (President of the Assemblies of
God), Dariel Llanes Quintana (President of the Association of Baptist Convention of Western Cuba),
Josué Rodríguez Legrá (President of the Association of Eastern Baptist Convention of Cuba) and
Pastor Alayn Toledano, of the Emanuel Church of the "Sendas de Justicia" movement from travelling
to this event.
On September 26, Pastor Carlos Sebastián Hernández de Armas, Secretary General of the ACBCOcc,
was prevented from traveling to the United States, as a sign that ACBCOcc’s President Dariel Llánes
Quintana personal decision to withdraw the ACBCOcc from the AEIC in response to government
pressure was insufficient to really resolve anything in terms of improvements or concessions to
repeated violations of religious liberties against the ACBCOcc. Just a few days later, the USCIRF of
the "regulation" also published that Methodist Bishop Ricardo Pereira, was also harassed by the PCC
for his leadership in the AIEC.
IV.

VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES
PREVENTED FROM LEGAL REGISTRATION IN THE REGISTRY OF
ASSOCIATIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

If neither the Catholic Church, nor the legally registered Protestant denominations and Evangelicals
are exempt; it is possible to imagine the harassment toward religious minorities without legal
recognition in Cuba who had to face difficult situations throughout 2019 which we also try to reflect
in our report, most notably in the community of Judaism of the Bnei Anusim, the Berean Baptists,
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Free Yorubas of Cuba, various networks of the Apostolic movement,
Organization of the Rastafari in Cuba, the Cuban Association for the Dissemination of Islam, or the
International Ministry of Abundant Faith of which their representatives in Cuba, the pastors Ramón
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Rigal and his wife Adya Expósito, have been serving in prison since April of this year for rebelling
against the monopoly of the totally politicized and ideologized Cuban education system.

1. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF BEREAN BAPTISTS

In 2019, the 1976 ban imposed against the Berean Baptists continued, who until that year had legal
recognition that came from before the triumph of the Cuban Revolution in 1959. From its illegal
headquarters in Arroyón, Chaparra, Las Tunas, Pastor Daniel Josué Pérez Naranjo, leader of this
illegal baptist denomination, reported the continuation of eviction threats against their congregations
in 2019.
2. VIOLATONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

Also in 2019, the 1976 ban against this religious group continued. From its illegal headquarters at
Av. 15 # 4608 e / 46 y 48, Playa, La Habana to any of the places where His faithful gather in Cuba,
none can be identified with a simple advertisement as "Kingdom Hall." Discrimination against
children of Jehovah's Witnesses is unfortunately seen as completely normal. Jehovah's Witnesses are
willing to suffer, that has been their history in Cuba for decades and the children and parents are the
subject of bullying, without objection or resignation.

3. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF THE FREE YORUBAS OF CUBA

The religious leader of the Free Yorubas of Cuba, Alexei Mora Montalvo, has been regulated since
September 10, 2018 and remained in this condition throughout 2019. The repression has
accompanied this organization since its creation in June 2010. The Repressors who constantly harass
the Free Yorubas of Cuba that stand out: Arturo Montenegro Sotelo, Head of "Confrontation" in the
province of Villa Clara; Major Eric Francis Aquino Viera, Second Chief of "Conftrontation”;
Lieutenant Colonel Héctor de la Fe and Major Idel González Morfis.
During 2019, threats against the 17-year-old, Dairon Hernández Pérez, an active member of the
community of the Free Yorubas of Cuba, stood out for his decision as a conscientious objector not
to provide Military Service, as well as young people belonging to other religious communities, like
Jehovah's Witnesses. His mother Donaida Pérez Paseiro, and his father Loreto Hernández García,
15

fully endorsed his position, and announced that military officials are lobbying to compel their son to
recruit. Enlisting, on the one hand, goes against their precepts and consciences; and on the other, it
means placing Dairon's life at the disposal of a totalitarian state that does not deserve it and that on
top of that, will not miss the opportunity to mistreat him.
The renowned Yoruba priest Loreto Hernández García, vice president of the Free Yorubas
Association of Cuba, was summoned and questioned on Thursday, April 4, by senior political police
officers who said they came from the National Headquarters of the Head of State Security, according
to them, they were worried and alarmed by what they consider a social destabilization carried out by
the Free Yorubas. Hernández García, 46 years old, tells that the officer named Héctor de la Fe Freire
along with two other colonels who said they were coming directly from Havana, tried to impose on
him, with all the arrogance that characterizes them, that "they stop stealing the santeros from the
revolution."

4. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS OF THE DIVERSE NETWORK OF THE
APOSTOLIC MOVEMENT

All the dozens of national networks that are part of the "Apostolic Movement," and among which
stand out "Jehová Sama," "Fuego y Dinámica," "Viento Recio," "Sendas de Justicia," "Rey de
Gloria,” “Estableciendo el Reino de Dios,” or “Mi Viña,” all remain in total illegality. They are
treated with total contempt by the OAAR whose officials not only refuse to listen to them or grant
them interviews that their leaders request in attempts to obtain the legal personality that they are
repeatedly denied: they are also the object of attack both at meetings that these same OAAR officials
maintain with the leaders of groups that do have legal recognition, trying to sow religious hatred and
creating differences between them, while threatening to lose their status to legally registered groups
if they do not collaborate or submit to the rules imposed by the OAAR, which sets an example of
what can happen to them, to the generality of groups without legal personality, but especially to these
networks of the apostolic movement. With total interference, the OAAR mentions theological or
procedural differences between the legally registered groups, which it tries to control directly
(through blackmail, coercion, and threats) with the networks of the apostolic movement. In special
broadcasts of the program called "Round Table," the various networks of the apostolic movement
have been attacked without the right to reply, accused of being "fundamentalist groups, neoevangelicals, at the service of the interests of U.S. imperialism."
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The violations against these groups are diverse and repeated, and the threats of confiscation of
properties where they meet, as well as raids and demolitions stand out.

The day before the February 24 Constitutional Referendum, apostles Alayn Toledano Valiente,
leader of "Sendas de Justicia," Bernardo de Quesada Salomón (leader of "Fuego y Dinámica"), and
married pastors Yasser Caraballo and Maylen Cardoso arrived at the Havana Airport after a
successful tour in Argentina, from a stopover in Mexico. Before allowing them to enter the country,
several things were confiscated from them: pullovers, stickers, a banner and dies with evangelical
content, and copies of the books “En el Ojo del Huracán” (by author Bernardo de Quesada), “A
Imagen y Semejanza ”(by author Alayn Toledano), and“ Strategies of the Enemy of the Last Times
”(by author Guillermo Maldonado). While at the airport, the detained religious leaders also witnessed
the confiscation of 300 Bibles from five North American tourists who visited the island and intended
to give them away to their brothers on the island.
Throughout the year, several of the leaders of these networks were summoned to officers of various
military bodies, fined, threatened. The most repeated harassment during 2019 against a leader of the
apostolic networks, which was obviously used as a warning against all his counterparts, occurred
against Pastor Alayn Toledano, who practically every month was reporting some arbitrary act against
him. Many of his citations or fines can be seen on the pastor’s social networks, and he was also the
object of a special attack from social networks at the service of the country's political authorities.
The threats to confiscate or demolish their places of worship as they had done in previous years was
latent throughout 2019. Pastor Alayn was prevented from boarding planes in July at the Santiago de
Cuba airport to prevent him from participating in the Ministerial Conference for the Advancement
of Religious Freedoms to which he was invited in Washington DC; and in October the same thing
happened in Holguín. On both occasions, he was informed at the airport that he was “regulated.” He
was also bothered on trips with religious motives that he tried to make through the national territory,
especially to the provinces of Las Tunas or Granma; and he was prevented from entering
Guantánamo. The last summons received by Alayn in 2019 were to be informed that he was being
investigated with the aim of subjecting him to a legal process by which he would very likely be
sentenced to prison.

On September 13, 2019, the Apostolic Congress was held at the headquarters of the Jehová Sama
Ministry in San José de las Lajas, Mayabeque province, and in which representatives of the various
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apostolic networks participated. As a result, some visitors coming from abroad, especially from
Mexico (some of them Cubans residing abroad) were threatened by the immigration authorities with
being deported for participating in "that illegal congress." Similar interferences occurred against
women’s events called “Mujeres Déboras,” such as those held at the headquarters of “Fuego y
Dinámica” in Camagüey, January 2019, when services as elemental as water were cut off to sabotage
the event, in addition to threats from fines and confiscations. This also happened against the event
held on August 8, 2019 in Santiago de Cuba, at the headquarters of the Emmanuel Church of the
Ministry of Justice Ministry; and The Congress of Supernatural Youth (CJS) event which took place
at this venue between August 23 and 25.
On October 31, Pastor Velmis Adriana Mariño González, wife of Mario Jorge Travieso Medina, the
leader of the apostolic network “Viento Recio,” based in the city of Las Tunas, was detained for two
hours, during which she was interrogated and threatened because of her national leadership as part
of the women’s evangelical movement “De Mujer a Mujer.” The firm response from her church that,
under the leadership of her husband, went to the outskirts of the police station where she was
detained, could have influenced her release.

5.

VIOLATIONS

OF

RELIGIOUS

FREEDOMS

OF

THE

RASTAFARIAN

ORGANIZATION IN CUBA

Rastafarian beliefs came to Cuba during the 1970s of the 20th century. During 2019, Rastafarians
were one of the religious minorities hardest hit by stigmatization, repression and marginalization.
Especially in the capital, the Rastafarians are a permanent object of repression, ignorance of human
dignity, and the free cultural option; it is especially felt against the members of the Bobo Shanti
community, which is one of the Rastafarian trends in Cuba. This repression has forced those of this
community to persist in living their faith by relocating to remote areas of eastern Cuba such as
Baracoa, especially after the biggest blow dealt against them, which was the trial held on Friday
April 13, 2012 against their spiritual leader Héctor Riscart Mustelier (El Ñaño) who since then has
been serving a 10-year prison sentence. In 2019 the Bobo Shanti had hoped that their priest would
be released, but unfortunately no change of measure was accepted, and the petition for freedom was
revoked.
The Rastafarians, as reflected in the warning given against the leader Héctor Riscart, are
misunderstood for the use of plants and derived substances in their religious ceremonies that are
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considered narcotic by Cuban laws that do not contemplate any exception for religious or medicinal
reasons (such as marijuana). For the same reason, Héctor Riscart has not been the only one sentenced
to prison, but many other Rastafarians have faced similar legal problems. During 2019 one of the
most active professors, a member who lives in Baracoa known as Rasta Eliazar, received threats of
eviction, which shows that there is even repression in the distant Baracoa.
Most of the Cubans who identify with the movement learned of its existence through the musical
genre known as "reggae" which constitutes one of the main means of spreading this Faith. "Reggae"
is totally marginalized by institutions and official cultural media in the country. Groups such as
“Students without seed” (organized in 2005), whose founder is Sandor Pérez Pita, known as “Rah
Sandino,” or the band “Herencia” itself, directed by Héctor Riscart, have been excluded and
censored. The Cuban Rap Agency, due to evident political orientations, refuses to accept groups like
these with the excuse that it constitutes foreign music, but the real reason is found in the values of
freedom promoted by the Rastafarians whose best references come from Ethiopia and Jamaica, and
that the regime considers opposed to its totalitarian practices. Rastafarians and their music are
characterized by denouncing racism, marginality, and abuse of power, all of which collides head-on
against the totalitarianism of the PCC.

On the controversial issue of the Rastafarians' demand for the legalization of marijuana for their
religious practices, the system finds the best way to attack them. However, in this attack the system
demonstrates its hypocrisy since the Rastafarians abstain from alcohol, considering it extremely
harmful, and yet the regime freely distributes it, contributing to the high rates of alcoholism that
reflect an extremely alienated society. On the other hand, the peaceful demands of the Rastafarians
for the religiously-motivated and, by extension, medicinal use of marijuana collide with an even
more dangerous phenomenon that constitutes one of the hidden faces of the Cuban regime: its
monopoly on the lucrative business of narcotics and its links with international drug trafficking.
Rastafarians are also victims of discrimination for the use of their clothes, hairstyles (their striking
dreadlocks), which is why their children frequently experiences problems of segregation and
prohibitions in schools; and adults are not accepted in numerous jobs or positions. Cases of parents
who, to avoid discrimination against their children, have refused to send them to schools have
occurred in this community in the past, especially in Pinar del Rio, where a Rastafarian named Juan
Carlos received retaliation from the authorities, despite the fact that the children demonstrated that
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they were receiving a home schooling that had been able to replace the political monopoly on
teaching.

6. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF THE CUBAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
DISSEMINATON OF ISLAM

On January 22, on orders from State Security, Abu Duyanah (Niovel Alexander Tamayo Formen)
was expelled from the Employer Agency of the Palco Group. Abu Duyanah is the president of the
Cuban Association for the Dissemination of Islam (CIDA) and was persecuted because of his
spontaneous work in preaching Islam within Cuba. Until then, Abu Duyanah was a worker at the
diplomatic headquarters of the Kingdom of Malaysia in Havana, for which he had to be a staff
member of the employing agency of the Palco Group. On April 2, Abu Duyanah was summoned to
the 5th PNR unit in the Playa municipality to intimidate him and thus make him give up his work at
the head of CIDA. On April 30, he was summoned again to the PNR unit of the Siboney distribution
and as soon as he appeared, he was notified that he was detained for 24 hours. That arrest was without
reason and the State Security agent who arrested him informed him that on orders from his superiors
they were detaining him, because they believed that he and members of CIDA were planning some
activity against the festivities of May 1.
For 30 days between the months of April and May, members of the Cuban Association for the
Dissemination of Islam, participated in a course at the Islamic University of Pakistan, among the
participants was Abdullatif Abu Maryam (José Alberto Martínez Rodríguez), who is the CIDA
representative in the eastern provinces. While Abdullatif was in Pakistan, State Security agents
repeatedly addressed his wife on the street to force her to tell them the reasons behind her husband's
trip, and each time they accused him of training with the Taliban, something completely false and
that only furthered the State’s interest to defame Cuban Muslims before the Cuban people, and before
the world, and to create a matrix of opinion on the stigma of the Muslims as terrorists who ultimately
seek the rejection of non-Muslims.
On May 22, a few days after Abdullatif Abu Maryam returned to Cuba, a State Security agent went
to his home to speak to him about his trip to Pakistan, but since the agent had no official summons,
Abdullatif Abu Maryam told him that they had nothing to talk about and the agent told him that
everything would be worse and that his refusal was going to appear in his file.
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On May 30, a State Security agent appeared on a motorcycle at Abdullatif Abu Maryam's house to
speak with him, and the agent did not carry an official summons this time either, and like the agent
on the 22nd, Abdullatif said that without an official summons they had nothing to discuss. The agent
began threatening him, but Abdullatif entered his home and left him speaking alone on the street.
The harassment against Abdullatif has spread against his daughter Maryam, through her school, a
procedure that is also used against other religious confessions. In Maryam’s case, she was reported
as “autistic” because of her beliefs, and she was unjustly subjected to various tests, though she faced
them with great patience, with the help of her family, demonstrating unwavering ability, intelligence
and faith.
On August 19, the webpage The Money Route (larutadeldinero.cult.cu) belonging to the Ministry of
Culture published the article “The club of violent souls who use violence against Cuba (Part II)”
where they accused Abu Duyanah of being a follower of the Islamic State and a United States
mercenary posing as a Muslim, something that only corresponds with the interest of the state to
defame Cuban Muslims.
On October 20, three State Security agents arrested Abdullatif as he exited the Vladimir Ilich Lenin
Hospital in Holguín province, where they mounted him in a car, took away his cell phone, and erased
all the photos he had on the phone. Additionally, they threatened to arrest him if he continued his
preaching of Islam. They told him that that was just a warning for his sake and then released him.
Throughout the year Muslims belonging to CIDA in the province of Santiago de Cuba were also
harassed by State Security, and on several occasions they were summoned to the Office of Religious
Affairs where they were threatened to close their meeting place in that province and leave CIDA to
join the Islamic League of Cuba, or face serious problems.
Also throughout the year, State Security agents visited the imam's house in Cienfuegos to intimidate
him and convince him to leave CIDA and also to stop the construction of a mosque where they have
been working since 2013.
Since August 12, 2014, a shipment of more than 4,000 books and 18,000 brochures of religious
literature sent from Egypt by the organization Conveying Islamic Message Society for CIDA is being
held. The Islamic League of Cuba, which does have legal recognition and was not the legitimate
recipient of this literature, keeps it in its possession and will not hand it over to CIDA. Since 2014
the president of the Islamic League of Cuba, Pedro Lazo Torres, has been contacted by CIDA to have
his books delivered to him, but so far his response has been negative. In early 2019 Pedro Lazo
Torres was contacted again and also refused.
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The regime interferes in the relations of this community with Embassies such as those of Pakistan,
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. Also, as is the case with other religious or political opposition
groups, they are victims of false rumors generated by OAAR or state security with the aim of
generating social and xenophobic prejudice against them. CIDA is part of the Cuban religious map.
The rights to religious freedom and freedom of conscience assist them.

7. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF THE COMMUNITY OF JUDAISM OF
BNEI ANUSIM

The Community of Judaism of Bnei Anusim in Cuba was one of the groups from Cuba that received
the most connotation in the news at the end of 2019, when an ultimatum was established so that the
children could not attend schools using the kippa, or their parents would be prosecuted, like the
married Rigal shepherds who have been in Guantánamo since April.
The problems with this community in 2019 constitute a prolongation and increase of what already
came from previous years. Leaders from that community, such as Reinaldo Basulto Caballero, from
the city of Camagüey, and Olainis Tejada Beltrán, from Nuevitas, in Camagüey, had already reported
harassment, attacks, and other signs of anti-Semitism in their workplaces, some of which resulted in
expulsion (such as themselves), and also against their children in schools.
This repression manifests itself constantly wherever there is a visible presence of the Bnei Anusim,
especially in the communities of Jiguaní, Granma and in Camagüey. They are victims of antiSemitism, especially for their clothing, beards, and other religious attributes. By complaining to the
authorities - the same ones that deny them the right to register legally - they receive harassment in
response of which surely comes from “people” who profess other religious beliefs, such as
Catholicism or evangelical denominations. For this reason, in October 2018, Monsignor Wilfredo
Pino Estévez, Catholic Bishop of Camagüey agreed to a meeting with Reinaldo Basulto and made it
clear that these signs of anti-Semitism do not come from the Catholic Church.

It is evident that the harassment comes directly from the authorities, who in addition to violating the
religious rights of this group, instigate inter-religious hatred instead of seeking peace and harmony
among all beliefs. Another violation against them was that they were victims of disrespect for their
beliefs when they performed the circumcision of their sons at the Pediatric Hospital in Camagüey;
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they were interrupted at the time of their prayers, and they were threatened with expulsion from the
hospital, including the children, without taking into account that they had recently undergone
surgery.
The OAAR, charged with exercising control of totalitarianism in the religious area, claims the right
to recognize who is or is not a Jew, and to pressure the decimated community of Orthodox Jews,
especially based in Havana, so that they do not recognize or support these Jewish communities of
the Bnei Anusim.

8. VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY OF
ABUNDANT FAITH

The representative in Cuba of the International Ministry of Abundant Faith is Pastor Ramón Rigal
Rodríguez and he has been imprisoned in Cuba since April 16, 2019, and one of the charges against
him is that of "Illicit Association" alluding to his leadership in that unregistered church, in addition
to the charges against him and his wife, Adya Expósito Leiva, for rejecting the politicized Cuban
educational system, a total monopoly of the State.
astor Rigal served as pastor in THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, a denomination of the tradition
of Mennonite Faith which is legally ascribed in the Register of Associations. At the time, he was
president of the work was Pastor Rubén Yasser, based in the municipality Baracoa, Guantánamo
province. Due to pressure from OAAR, he was rejected as president and then went on to serve as
pastor of the International Ministry of Abundant Faith, with the recognition and support of the main
headquarters of said Ministry in Nicaragua, where it is legally registered, with legal status granted
under the Decree 6172 of the Nicaraguan National Assembly, but without equal possibility of legal
recognition in Cuba.
The charge of "Illicit Association" applied against Pastor Rigal constitutes both a summary and a
latent threat against thousands of pastors in Cuba without legal status and deserves the greatest
possible rejection.
On July 10, Pastor Ramón Rigal was transferred to a more severe regime in the Guantánamo
Provincial Prison, despite not having committed any criminal act, and according to the prison
regulations, regime changes of this type are applicable only to prisoners with commuted death
sentences or perpetrators of crimes in the same prison. Being in this type of regime, the pastor cannot
be released on parole and visits are reduced to once a month.
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The pastor is serving a two-year prison sentence to which he was sentenced on April 22 by the
Municipal People's Court of Guantánamo (TMPG), which on June 13 ratified the penalty, without
conducting an appeal hearing, but merely studying the proceedings, turning a deaf ear to international
solidarity in this case, which included statements by the USA Commission for International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF), Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), the Association of Evangelical Jurists
of Brazil (Anajure), and even from a joint resolution on May 23 by Senators Mike Braun of Indiana,
Marco Rubio of Florida, Ted Cruz of Texas and Tom Cotton of Arkansas. In addition, Cuban
organizations such as the Evangelical League of Cuba, the Patmos Institute itself, and the Cuba
Decides citizen platform or UNPACU are "preparing conditions to educate the children of activists
who are willing to remove them from those schools where they indoctrinate and deform them. ”
Adya Expósito, the wife of Pastor Ramón Rigal, is also serving a year of deprivation of liberty in the
Guantánamo women's prison for the alleged crime of “Other Acts Contrary to the Normal
Development of Minors,” which is provided for and sanctioned in article 315.3 of the Penal Code.
In the case of the pastor, the penalty of one year of deprivation of liberty is for the same alleged
crime, plus the other year of the same sentence for the alleged crime of Illicit Association, provided
for and sanctioned in article 208.2 of the Penal Code. The authorities argue that the International
Ministry of Abundant Faith that Rigal represents is not legally recognized, exposing the regime itself,
which is who does not recognize it, as a flagrant violator of religious liberties.

9.

VIOLATIONS

OF

RELIGIOUS

FREEDOMS

OF

MESIANIC

JEWISH

CONGREGATIONS

These congregations are spreading throughout the island, but have not obtained legal recognition
despite seeking it. Among them, those associated with international networks such as "Sons of Jacob"
and "Anfei Zait" stand out. In addition to this lack of recognition, its members receive various signs
of discrimination and harassment. In some localities the repression against them becomes more
intense, has been the case of the group that congregates in Remedios, Villa Clara, which reports
constant surveillance and direct follow-up of Lieutenant Colonel Abel Alonso, Delegate of the
Ministry of the Interior (Minint), known by the popular nickname "pelo 'e pincho", and who has fame
in the community for his repressive activity especially against the various religious groups in that
area. In this specific case of the Messianic Jews, currently affiliated with the "Anfei Zait", they
denounce an intense campaign of discredit against all its members, since on the part of the authorities
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false testimonies are generated and circulated, with the purpose of dividing them and encouraging
hatred. from the community.
V.

VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN
COMMUNICATORS

On July 12, the Christian journalist Ricardo Fernández Izaguirre, who was detained until July 21,
was arrested. His arrest came after visiting the Havana headquarters of the Ladies in White and he
was taken to the Vivac de Calabazar prison, south of Havana, where he was transferred on July 19
to a police station in the city of Camagüey, where he resides. This active Christian communicator
was arrested again on Tuesday, November 12 after receiving a verbal summons from the police the
previous day, and he remained in custody for 29 hours under questioning and police threats for his
work as a Christian communicator.
On August 7, a trial was held against the Catholic layman Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces, who
was very active in the Family and Penitentiary pastorals of the Diocese Guantánamo - Baracoa, and
was accused of the crimes of Resistance and Disobedience, the same crimes for which they also tried
and sentenced the also prestigious Catholic leader of the Christian Liberation Movement (MCL), Dr.
Eduardo Cardet Concepción (2018 Patmos Award Recipient), who until recently was held in prison,
under a regime of maximum severity, and whose sanction was extinguished on September 30 th,
thanks to God. The cruelty against Roberto de Jesús is due to his solidarity with the evangelical
pastors Ayda Expósito Leyva and Ramón Rigal Merencio who were sentenced to prison in a fully
rigged trial held on April 22 at the Municipal People's Court of Guantánamo (TMPG). In a show of
an ecumenical gesture worthy of imitation by any Cuban believer, Quiñones Haces had the courage
to try to attend the oral hearing of the shepherds and when he arrived to the Court, he was beaten and
violently detained, immobilizing him and staining his symbolic white guayabera with blood. He was
kept imprisoned until Saturday 27 and he was arbitrarily arrested and accused of the charges for
which he will now be tried, very similar to the case of his Catholic brother Dr. Carde in November
of 2016. In a gesture that demonstrates his deeply-rooted Catholic principles, Roberto was
summoned by the police on June 18th to propose that he pay an administrative fine and close his case
of what happened on April 22, but he told them that he was not going to pay any fine because he had
not committed any crime. They took a new statement from him and threatened to judge him as they
intend to do now. The escalation against this respectable Catholic layman had begun long before his
solidarity with the imprisoned evangelical pastors, on July 3, 2018. They had already raided his
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home, where he lives with his wife Ana Rosa Castro Bertrán, and his possessions were confiscated
by the regime and never returned, including their Passport.

On August 9, the evangelical journalist Yoel Suárez Fernández was arrested, and after having his
phone confiscated and receiving threats against him, he was expelled from Guantánamo, where he
was investigating the case of the Rigal pastors and the lawyer Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces.
Yoel's reports appear frequently in the important continental Christian media "Digital Protestant"
and in other important media.
On August 12, the young Christian journalist Adrián del Sol Alfonso was prevented from traveling
outside of Cuba to a Workshop on Religious Freedoms. In response to the arbitrariness, his father
Guillermo del Sol Pérez who is also a Christian communicator (Santa Clara Vision press agency)
made the extreme decision to declare himself on a Hunger Strike (HS) on behalf of all those illegally
“regulated in Cuba.” Also, the independent journalist, Martha Liset Sánchez Solís, director of the
Iclep publication, “Cocodrilo Callejero” was prevented from traveling to the same event, this
publication also includes violations of religious liberties in many of her reports. Guillermo's HS was
maintained for 55 days (until October 5). The Patmos Institute does not encourage HS. We would
prefer that Guillermo del Sol's life had not been exposed in this way, and from the beginning we tried
to make him desist from such an extreme measure, but we did not stop accompanying and assisting
him during the 55 days of his historic protest. As part of the accompaniment to Guillermo, the Patmos
Institute kept updating its list of Cubans prevented from traveling outside Cuba, which we offer as a
special annex at the end of this Report.
On September 20, the religious activist and independent journalist, Guillermo del Sol Pérez, served
40 days in the Hunger Strike, demanding that no Cuban be prevented from traveling again due to
political discrimination by the Cuban regime. With his health totally deteriorated, that same day
Guillermo was taken to the Provincial Hospital "Arnaldo Milián Castro" to receive medical attention.
In the midst of all this, the Patmos Institute was trying to convince him that 40 days in his Hunger
Strike was more than enough for his protest for reasons such as: 40 days was the time of our Lord
Jesus Christ’s fast which lasted at the beginning of his public ministry when he was led into the desert
and was tempted by the devil. In 40 days of protest, del Sol managed to attract the attention of many
in the world regarding the injustice of not allowing Cubans to travel freely for reasons of political
discrimination, including the attention of the highest levels of the US government. In the voice of
her representative in Cuba, Mrs. Mara Tekach has also expressed the concern she feels for her life.
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Precisely on day 40 was the birthday of Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces, the 2019 Patmos Award
Recipient, who was declared a prisoner of conscience by Amnesty International. This was an
emblematic case among the list of "regulated" who claim Guillermo was unjustly imprisoned last
September 11th, and who, as a Christian, would be very grateful at the gesture of Guillermo to end
his Protest. If, after all the attention Guillermo has obtained for Cuba with his uninterrupted 40 days
of protest, he persisted and died, his death would be in itself the greatest revenge of the system. But,
when the Patmos Institute made the maximum possible effort so that Guillermo would know these
reasons, the regime, demonstrating that in reality what it wished was his death, interrupted the
fundamental element of communication. They not only violently and viciously expelled Guillermo
and his son Adrián from the Hospital, but also took away their phones.
It highlights the constant harassment against the Catholic-inspired Center for Coexistence Studies,
directed by the renowned layman Dagoberto Valdés. The founders of this Center and of the
eponymous magazine, headed by Dagoberto Valdés himself, had previously been part of the Civic
and Religious Training Center of the Diocese of Pinar del Rio (1993 - 2007) and the stained glass
magazine (1994 - 2007) ) which led to the independent project Coexistence due to the enormous
governmental pressure on the Diocese of Pinar del Río. But Coexistence has always been Catholicinspired. Its members were repeatedly cited and threatened by State Security during the course of
2019, as had been happening in previous years, through warning by military units. As a result of this
harassment, some valuable members of his team, such as sisters Livia and Karina Gálvez, had to go
into exile. Karina had been sentenced by the Municipal Court of Pinar del Río to three years of
deprivation of liberty on September 21, 2017, and her home was confiscated, which was at the same
time the headquarters of Coexistence. Two members of the team were “regulated” during 2019:
Rosalia Viñas Lazo and Javier Valdés Delgado. Among the multiple harassments against the
members of Coexistence, in 2019, the suspension in May of a Master Conference that Dagoberto
Valdés was to give in the Diocese of Santa Clara, given the possibility of "provocative acts"
suggested by State Security, stands out; in addition, Dagoberto was prohibited from attending the
funeral of Cardinal Jaime Ortega and Alamino on July 28. The last of the 2019 arrests of members
of Coexistence reported on October 18 when at 7:44 a.m. he went missing. He was arrested on the
way to Havana at 7:44 a.m. when he was moving from Pinar del Rio to Havana. Despite the constant
harassment against this Christian-inspired think tank, the members of Coexistence continue in their
arduous task of animating and strengthening the faith and hope of the Cuban people with the
uninterrupted publication of the Coexistence magazine No. 72 of year XII corresponding to
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November - December 2019 and with the celebration of their Thought Encounters that take place
inside and outside the island that have already reached their VI call.
A regrettable example of the increase in repression against religiously inspired communicators was
the May 20th announcement of the closure of the Board of Directors of Cuba Posible, founded by
Roberto Veiga González and Lenier González Mederos in 2014 after the closure of the publication
Espacio Laical, a social communication project founded in 2005 and attached to the Padre Félix
Varela Cultural Center of the Archdiocese of Havana. In July 2017, Roberto and Lenier requested to
be prosecuted before the Cuban Attorney General's Office after they were criticized by various
official sites of the Cuban regime. On that occasion, they were accused of "wanting to 'subvert'
internal order and of being double agents at the service of the United States government." The progovernment blog La pupila insomne by Iroel Sánchez, was the platform used for several of these
attacks that, in light of the constitutional referendum, increased, including direct attacks by Mariela
Castro. The Cuba Posible web platform regularly published essays and articles on the economy,
politics, religion, gender, society, development and on the recent Cuban constitutional reform, among
other related topics. At the time of its closure, the Board of Directors of Cuba Posible was made up
of Roberto Veiga González (general director), Lenier González Mederos (deputy general director),
Pedro Monreal González (academic director), Pavel Vidal Alejandro (director of the International
Advisory Council) and Julio Antonio Fernández Estrada (director of analysis). Words used by the
founders of this Project in the announcement of its closure constitute a very accurate description of
the moment that Cuba is going through in the field of religious liberties and of all aspects of society
in general: “we announce that the Ideas Laboratory of Cuba Posible” travels through “a very arid
desert ”and in the midst of “the greatest darkness of a night.”
VI.

RELIGIOUS CUBANS PREVENTED FROM LEAVING CUBA IN 2019
RESULTING IN VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

This was one of the trends as part of the violations of religious liberties that occurred in Cuba in the
course of 2019. Among the cases that we can identify as religious:
1. Alexei Mora Montalvo, religious leader of the Free Yorubas of Cuba, remains regulated since
2018, and that violation was maintained throughout 2019;
2. Jonniel Rodríguez Riverol, religious leader of the Free Yorubas of Cuba, remains regulated
since 2018, and that violation was maintained throughout 2019;
3. Javier Valdés Delgado, Catholic-inspired Center for Coexistence Studies, Pinar del Rio;
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4. Rosalía Viñas Lazo, Catholic-inspired Center for Coexistence Studies, Pinar del Rio,
5. Adrián del Sol Alfonso, Christian communicator from Santa Clara Vision, was prevented
from traveling to a religious freedom workshop on August 12; he was also prevented from
traveling to Miami on October 24, 2019;
6. Guillermo del Sol Pérez, Christian communicator from Santa Clara Vision, was prevented
from traveling to Miami on October 24, 2019;
7. Alida León Báez, Evangelical League, Havana was prevented from traveling to the
Ministerial Conference for the Advancement of Religious Freedoms in July;
8. Florencio Moisés de Prada Esquivel, Assemblies of God, Havana was prevented from
traveling to the Ministerial Conference for the Advancement of Religious Freedoms in July;
9. Dariel Llanes Quintana, Western Baptists, Mayabeque was prevented from traveling to the
Ministerial Conference for the Advancement of Religious Freedoms in July;
10. Josué Rodríguez Legrá, Bautistas Orientales, Santiago de Cuba was prevented from traveling
to the Ministerial Conference for the Advancement of Religious Freedoms in July; and on
Sunday, November 10, he was also prevented from boarding a flight and it was confirmed
that he was "regulated;”
11. Alayn Toledano Valiente, from the Emanuel church of the “Sendas de Justicia” movement,
was prevented from boarding planes in July at the Santiago de Cuba airport to prevent him
from participating in the Ministerial Conference for the Advancement of Religious Freedoms
to the which was invited in Washington DC; and the same thing happened in Holguín in
October. On both occasions, he was informed at the airport that he was “regulated;”
12. Cristina María Rodríguez Pentón, leader of the apostolic ministry “Mi Viña” and
representative in Cuba of the International Ministry “De Mujer a Mujer,” Santa Clara, was
prevented from traveling to Ecuador in September;
13. Ricardo Pereira Díaz, Bishop of the Methodist Church in Cuba, Havana was prevented from
traveling to Cancun and then to the USA;
14. Ismael Riverόn Betancourt, pastor in Macareño, Santa Cruz del Sur, Camagüey, was
“regulated” since 2018 and maintained this condition in 2019;
15. Ricardo Fernández Izaguirre, Christian communicator, Camagüey, was prevented on
November 2 from traveling to a Workshop on Religious Freedoms;
16. Yilber Duránd Domínguez, pastor in Nuevitas, Camagüey, was prevented on November 7
from traveling to a Workshop on Religious Freedoms;
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17. Ramón Rigal Rodríguez, Adya Expósito Leiva, Joel Rigal Expósito and Ruth Rigal Expósito,
pastoral family of Guantánamo), an entire family was not allowed to board a plane on April
15 for Guyana. First they “regulated” them and then they prosecuted Ramón and Adya on
April 22, sentencing them to prison, where they remain;
18. Roberto de Jesús Quiñones Haces, communicator and lawyer member of the Family and
Prison Ministry of the Catholic Diocese Guantánamo-Baracoa, before being taken to prison
on September 11, was also regulated, since July 3, 2018 when his passport was taken during
a search of his home and was never returned;
19. Nancy Alfaya Hernández, Leader of the Christian Ministry "Woman Don't Leave Your
Place." This Christian activist remained “regulated” throughout 2019 and this situation
continues since November 7, 2018 at 3:00 pm, when she was prevented from boarding flight
number 959 bound for the city of Lima, Peru;
20. Francisco Luis Manzanet Ortiz, coordinator of the Juan Pablo II Movement, in Baracoa, in
eastern Cuba, cannot even leave his municipality because State Security (SE) watches over
him and removes him from any transport he tries to board. He remained regulated for all of
2019, a violation that has lasted since April 21, 2017 when he was was prevented from
traveling to Colombia;
21. Leonardo Rodríguez Alonso, coordinator of the Patmos Institute, has been regulated since
2017 and the most recent confirmation that he remains “regulated” occurred on October 24,
2019 when he was prevented from traveling to Miami;
22. Matilde González Albernas, activist from the Patmos Institute, an active member of the
Calvery Chapel Camajuaní church, Villa Clara, has been regulated since August 5, 2018
when she was prevented from boarding Copa Airlines flight 372 from Havana to Panama;
and this was confirmed on September 19 at 9:00 am by summons to the Citizen Attention
Office in the Provincial Delegation of the Ministry of the Interior (MININT), where the
Second Chief of Confrontation in Villa Clara, the Security officer of the State, Erick Francis
Aquino Yera personally reiterated it. That violation was maintained throughout 2019;
23. Dalila Rodríguez González, activist from the Patmos Institute, an active member of the
Calvery Chapel Camajuaní church, Villa Clara, has been regulated since September 9, 2018
when she was arbitrarily prevented from traveling to Uruguay. That violation was maintained.
throughout 2019. Dalila is known for her expulsion as a professor at the Universidad Central
de las Villas in 2017 for religious discrimination. Throughout 2019, Delilah continued to be
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the victim of this unjust sanction that prevents her from exercising her profession that she
had been successfully performing for 10 years; and

24. Armando Antonio Pérez Pérez, Freemason, representative of fraternal societies at the Patmos
Institute, has been regulated since April 29, 2019 as a result of a legal process that was
opened, and that as an additional consequence “regulated” him.

We have references from many other cases that even include Catholic priests.
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